
SLANDER: A BIBLICAL SURVEY


SLANDER & THE SIN LISTS 

Slander frequents many of the “sin lists” of the New Testament: 


Matthew 15:19

For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false 
witness, slander.


Mark 7:22

coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 


Romans 1:30

slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to 
parents, 


2 Corinthians 12:20

For I fear that perhaps when I come I may find you not as I wish, and that you may find 
me not as you wish—that perhaps there may be quarreling, jealousy, anger, hostility, 
slander, gossip, conceit, and disorder. 


Ephesians 4:31

Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, 
along with all malice. 


Colossians 3:8

But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk 
from your mouth. 


1 Timothy 6:4

he is puffed up with conceit and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for 
controversy and for quarrels about words, which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil 
suspicions, 


2 Timothy 3:3

heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 


1 Peter 2:1

So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 


SLANDER DEFINED 

The dictionary defines slander as, “the action or crime of making a false spoken 
statement damaging to a person's reputation.”


Romans 3:8 provides a operative definition where Paul says,


PAGE � /�1 6



SLANDER: A BIBLICAL SURVEY


“And why not do evil that good may come? —as some people slanderously charge us 
with saying. Their condemnation is just.” 


In this example, people are accusing Paul of sinning in a way he has not. They are 
putting words in Paul’s mouth and motives in Paul’s heart that do not actually exist. 
Paul calls this action slanderous. 


This text is helpful because it shows how slander works. The people accusing Paul of 
teaching “do evil that good may come” are accusing him of the worst possible 
extrapolation of his message. It is indeed possible that a grace-based message can 
lead to antinomian errors. Thus slander gets traction because it “smells like the truth” 
to those that hear it. 


LEADERS ESPECIALLY SUSCEPTIBLE 

Leaders are especially susceptible to slander because they are by nature, taking clear 
stands about moral and theological issues. Because leaders are staking out fixed 
positions and prescribing appropriate behaviors, it is easy to accuse them of the worst 
possible motives for those actions. 


Indeed, slander against leaders usually involves accusations of abuse of power or 
hypocrisy. 


In 2 Corinthians 6:8, Paul says, “through honor and dishonor, through slander and 
praise. We are treated as imposters, and yet are true.”


Slander against leaders also gains traction because human beings are unsubmissive 
and jealous by nature. Every human being struggles with the yearning for more power 
than they have been given. It is easy to become jealous of those with more power than 
us. It is easy to become untrusting of those in power over us. The sinful flesh of every 
human is somewhat attracted to slander against those who’s authority we both covet 
and resist.


Indeed several texts associate envy and slander.

Mark 7:22, 1 Timothy 6:4, 1 Peter 2:1


SLANDER IN SIN CLUSTERS 

Slander is also commonly clustered with other sins like anger and bitterness.

Ephesians 4:31, Colossians 3:8, Proverbs 10:18 
1

 The one who conceals hatred has lying lips, and whoever utters slander is a fool. 1
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SLANDER AND OVERSHARING 

Proverbs 11:13, 20:19 tells us that slander is also bound up in oversharing and opening 
up private affairs to outsiders. 
2

SLANDER AND SOBER-MINDEDNESS 

Slander often accompanies mental instability and the poor self-control. 2 Timothy 3:3, 
Titus 2:3, 1 Timothy 3:11, 2 Corinthians 12:20


SLANDER AND FEMALE CHARACTER 

While both genders are equally capable of slander, the apostle Paul mentions the sin 
specifically when talking about female character: 


1 Timothy 3:11

Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all 
things. 


Titus 2:3

Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much 
wine. They are to teach what is good, 


The weak-willed women of 2 Timothy 3:6 are led astray by slanders. 


GOD AND THE SLANDERER 

We must remember that the earliest example of slander comes out of the mouth of the 
serpent and is directed toward God. 


He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in 
the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst 
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said to the 
woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:1–5) 
3

 Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets, but he who is trustworthy in spirit keeps a thing 2

covered. Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets; therefore do not associate with a simple 
babbler.  

 see also 1 Timothy 3:14 for an explicit connection between the serpent and female susceptibility to 3

slander.
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WHAT THE SLANDERER SHOULD EXPECT 

If they do not repent, the slanderer should expect a whole host of negative spiritual 
consequences: 

The slanderer should expect to experience distance from God: Psalm 15:1-3

The slanderer should expect to be disciplined by God: Psalm 101:5

The slanderer should expect to experience fractured community: Leviticus 19:15-18 

The slandered should expect to exposed by God: 2 Timothy 3:9

The slanderer should expect to experience further mental darkening: Romans 
1:21,30-32
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HOW SHOULD THE SLANDERED RESPOND? 

Suspend Trust — Increase Distance

Proverbs 20:19, 10:18 warn the wise to distance themselves from the slanderer. 
Unfortunately, the slanderer will likely experience some loneliness as a God-prescribed 
consequence of their sin. This consequence ought to be tempered with mercy and not 
prolonged out of bitterness by slandered. Indeed, the slandered must follow Christ’s 
example, and take it upon himself to break the cycle of bitterness. Some distance from 
the slandered is both wise and commanded by scripture. Yet a heart of mercy should 
ultimately prevail.


Extend Gentle Admonishment

In 1 Corinthians 4:13, Paul responds to slander with entreating. The greek word entreat 
is parakaleo — literally coming along side (para) with loud calls (kaleo). Entreat here 
means a call to repentance in cooperation with the Spirit. 
4

Ask the Slanderer to Repent

If the slanderer reports to be a follower of Christ, the victim of slander should work 
through Matthew 18:15-20 with the slanderer until he/she repents or, by their 
unrepentant heart, is revealed to be an unbeliever.


Careful Self Defense 

The Second Epistle to the Corinthians is in essence, Paul’s response the church’s 
slander against him. Yet Paul is careful to emphasize that his self-defense is only 
offered as a means of extending them grace and God glory. Indeed he says it isn’t even 
really a self-defense in the traditional sense. He knows the Corinthian church will not 
profit if they rebel against his leadership. In 2 Corinthians 12:19, Paul says, “ Have you 

 That is, we endeavour to meet with kindness such injurious imputations, instead of repelling them 4

with anger and indignation. In all this the apostle followed the example of his divine master, who when 
he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not, but committed himself to him 
who judgeth righteously, 1 Peter 2:23. 
 Hodge, C. (1857). An exposition of the First epistle to the Corinthians (p. 74). New York: Robert 
Carter & Brothers. 

When we are slandered, we answer kindly has a double edge. In one sense it reinforces the sentiment 
of v. 12 concerning being cursed and responding gently. On the other hand, “to answer kindly” 
translates a verb used on only two other occasions in these opening chapters of 1 Corinthians. In both 
1:10 and 4:16 it describes what Paul is trying to do in response to Corinthian boasting and factionalism: 
“I appeal to you … that there be no divisions among you” and “I urge you to imitate me” respectively. 
TNIV’s three translations for the word (“appeal,” “urge,” and “answer kindly”) reflect its various 
nuances. However, whereas most commentaries notice the function of its repetition in 1:10 and 4:16 
(as an inclusio delimiting the unit), we must also not miss the significance of Paul’s saying here that, 
when maligned, he responds with courteous exhortation. 1 Corinthians 1:10–4:17 is in fact a prime 
example of this insistence. At least some of the Corinthians had maligned Paul for various reasons. As 
1:10 and 4:16 demonstrate, his response was not to retaliate, but rather “to exhort” them. 
 Ciampa, R. E., & Rosner, B. S. (2010). The First Letter to the Corinthians (pp. 184–185). Grand Rapids, 
MI; Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 
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been thinking all along that we have been defending ourselves to you? It is in the sight 
of God that we have been speaking in Christ, and all for your upbuilding, beloved.”


Mourning & Humility

Paul continues in 2 Corinthians 12:20-21, “20 For I fear that perhaps when I come I 
may find you not as I wish, and that you may find me not as you wish—that perhaps 
there may be quarreling, jealousy, anger, hostility, slander, gossip, conceit, and 
disorder. 21 I fear that when I come again my God may humble me before you, and I 
may have to mourn over many of those who sinned earlier and have not repented of 
the impurity, sexual immorality, and sensuality that they have practiced.”


Christ Sees the Slandered

‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those 
who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear 
what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into 
prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful 
unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11 He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the 
second death.’  — Revelation 2:9–11


Trust God to put the Slanderer to Shame

1 Peter 3:13-16 says, “13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is 
good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. 
Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as 
holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason 
for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good 
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in 
Christ may be put to shame.”


Suffer Slander with Faith

Slandering is a form of suffering and like all suffering, it will be turned to good for those 
who love Christ and are called according to his purpose. Those who are victims of 
slander should trust that Christ is working through this season of suffering to further 
bless and establish him.


12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, 
as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you 
share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 
revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the 
Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. — 1 Peter 4:12–14


10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to 
his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 
11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  — 1 Peter 5:10–11
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